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From #1 New York Times bestselling author Harlan Coben, a heart-pounding thriller about the ties

we have to our past...and the lies that bind us together.Â It's a profile, like all the others on the

online dating site.Â But as NYPD Detective Kat Donovan focuses on the accompanying picture, she

feels her whole world explode, as emotions sheâ€™s ignored for decades come crashing down on

her. Staring back at her is her ex-fiancÃ© Jeff, the man who shattered her heartâ€”and who she

hasnâ€™t seen in 18 years.Kat feels a spark, wondering if this might be the moment when past

tragedies recede and a new world opens up to her. Â But when she reaches out to the man in the

profile, her reawakened hope quickly darkens into suspicion and then terror as an unspeakable

conspiracy comes to light, in which monsters prey upon the most vulnerable.Â As the body count

mounts and Kat's hope for a second chance with Jeff grows more and more elusive, she is

consumed by an investigation that challenges her feelings about everyone she ever lovedâ€”her

former fiancÃ©, her mother, and even her father, whose cruel murder so long ago has never been

fully explained. With lives on the line, including her own, Kat must venture deeper into the darkness

than she ever has before, and discover if she has the strength to survive what she finds there.
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Harlan Coben stands atop the heap as one of the best known mystery and suspense writers in the

business. His latest book, Missing You, is a gritty cop drama set against the backdrop of current

headlines. Online dating has become all the rage, but it is just too easy to take the hopes and

dreams of lonely people and turn them into a scam which ends up in murder. This is a hard-nosed,

riveting story with so many twists and turns the reader might need a road map. Coben astounds with

his parallel story lines and ties everything up in neat package in the end. Mystery and suspense at

it's best!What I liked:Harlan Coben is a big name in mainstream mystery and thriller writing. His titles

have seen a lot of attention and justifiably so. He writes with a kind of inner radar that hones in on

the issues that readers already have on their minds. Current headlines and little things that just

make you wonder are the themes of his books. His books feel real and they don't sugar coat the

facts or the fiction about the subject.Let's face it, the dating game has changed. Meeting someone

online is no longer an unusual thing. It's common. And with it comes a lot of problems that dater's

never had to think about before. "Is that picture really what he/she looks like?" "Does this person

really have that job and live in that town?" "Is he or she married?" and unfortunately, "Could this

guy/gal be after something more sinister than true love?" The online dating theme was spot on in

this novel. Coben treats it like what it is... and everyday occurrence that could be fraught with a

whole lot of danger. I thought his portrayal of the landscape of online dating was masterful. He pulls

the reader into this world of conspiracy and murder and he doesn't let go.

NYPD cop Kat Donovan has a lot going on. And, so does this latest stand alone suspense thriller.

Multiple plot lines converge into an interrelated set of mysteries with some very coincidental

occurrences that require a large measure of suspension of disbelief.Single and middle-aged, Kat

was once in love with her soul mate Jeff Raynes. They were happily engaged when he abruptly

broke off their relationship and vanished. She hasn't been able to find out a shred of information

about him for the last 18 years. Her well-meaning friend Stacy, who owns a private investigation firm

(Stacy is gorgeous of course whereas Kat is "cute and perky") sets up a profile for Kat on a dating

website where, lo and behold, she finds Jeff! Now, what does she do? Long story.In another plot

thread, Kat is anguishing over the death of her cop father 18 years ago -- the self-confessed

murderer is in prison. But Kat is not sure that Monte Leburne actually killed her father. Then, who

did? Her dad was investigating a known mobster when he died but was prone to long absences

from the family home for reasons he never explained to his wife and children. Kat's mother doesn't

want to talk about any of that.In yet another narrative line, evil Titus is locking men and women in



underground boxes on a remote Amish farm in Pennsylvania. What does he want and how did he

get them there?And one more - Brandon Phelps, a teenage boy from a wealthy Connecticut family,

asks Kat to investigate what seems to be his mother's suspicious activity as she went off on a

tropical vacation to meet a man she met online.No spoilers here -- but it all sort of comes together in

exactly the way a reader will imagine and predict by the time all the players are introduced.

In "Missing You" Harlan Coben returns to a similar theme to his ultra successful "Six Years" -

enduring love despite being jilted. This time it is 18 years since NYPD Detective Kat Donavan was

left inexplicably by her fiancÃ© Jeff who she thought would be her soul-mate for life. Jeff also

disappeared completey out of her life and she doesn't know where he is. This happened about the

same time as her beloved father, also an NYPD cop, was murdered in the line of duty.Kat has not

got over either event and has never married. One day her best friend, Stacey, gives her a most

unusual present - a subscription to an on-line dating service with the message "You need someone.

You want someone". With some hesitation Kat decides to have a quick browse through the site for

potential dates and her world explodes when she sees a picture of Jeff staring back at her. His bio

says that he is widowed with a daughter. Kat plucks up courage to send him an anonymous

message that he will understand - a link to a video of their favourite song. She finds it disturbing and

weird that Jeff doesn't recognise the song.At around the same time Kat has a final near deathbed

interview with her father's convicted killer, now dying of cancer while still on death row, and believes

his confession that while he is guilty of other murders he was set up to take the rap for her father's

murder.Coben then takes us on a switchback of ups and downs and twists and turns as Kat follows

up her father's murder, and tries to track down Jeff. She is also dragged into a case of multiple

disappearances of people associated with on-line dating..
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